
Thought for the Day Easter 6 John 15.9-17 

In last week’s gospel reading we concentrated on Jesus as the vine and us as the branches and 

the fruit, that in order to be fruitful we need to be a solid part of the vine.  We need to keep 

spiritually vigorous.  We need to abide in the vine. This week the gospel according to John 

develops this theme and roots the vine in love.   

Love is not mentioned at all in the first eight verses of this chapter from John, but now it bursts 

through nearly every verse.  It’s mentioned three times in verse 9 alone, eleven times in all during 

this passage. 

The passage can been seen in two parts. The first part concentrating on us abiding in love.  It is 

not enough to abide in the vine, we must do so in and with love.  

In older times the word abide meant ‘to stay or to reside’; a more modern definition is ‘to accept or 

act in accordance with’.  Whichever definition you use the message from Jesus is clear.  If we 

obey His commandments we will stay and live in His love.  He invites us to share in the love that 

He has for God and that God has for Him.  He welcomes us to live and breathe that love, to let 

that love wash over us and through us.  For it to become a part of our essence, our very being.   

The great theologian Karl Barth was asked shortly before he died what in his decades of study and 
prolific writing would he want to share as a defining moment in his faith and life.  He answered 
quite simply and passionately, “Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so”.    

Karl Barth clearly understood the message but in case we miss it, the first section of this passage 
concludes with a direct and clear statement of the outcome or fruit of this abiding love. The 
commandments of Jesus are focused and specific: “This is my commandment, that you love one 
another” (verse 12). The repetition of these words again at the conclusion of the second section 
(verse 17) underscores their importance as a key to understanding this abiding love. 

The second part of the passage is one we are very familiar with, one that is often read at services 
of remembrance. If love for one another is key to our abiding in the love of Jesus, then it follows 
that we can have no greater love than to lay down our life for our friends.  There are many 
examples of this in military service, but how can we relate to it personally? 

Firstly it points directly to Jesus dying for us and rising to life again. To God giving the life of His 
son to us and for us, and through Him giving us the hope of eternal life through the passion and 
the glory of Easter, but never losing sight of the central focus of Jesus on the cross.  

Secondly Jesus is giving His disciples hope and assurance.  Their status has changed from 
servants to friends. In the cross and resurrection they have come to know Jesus more intimately 
and more intensely. They have begun to understand what this great power of love can do for them 
and to them.  How it has transformed their lives.  They now know what is expected of them, they 
know how to bear fruit.  They go out into the world preaching and teaching. They have the 
confidence to travel through wild country, to tread dangerous paths and to spread the love of 
Christ throughout the world, because they are confident that they do abide in love. 

We too can attain that confidence, through prayer, reading of scripture, obey the commandments, 
through doing acts of service to our brothers and sisters, simply by loving one another as Jesus 
loves us.  

 


